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Lathrop poLice Department – Go LiVe  
The	senior	 staff	of	 the	newly	 formed	City	of	Lathrop	Police	Department	officially	 received	 their	
police	 badges	 during	 a	 ceremony	 at	 Lathrop	 City	 Hall	 on	 Tuesday,	May	 17th.	 Chief	 of	 Police		
Raymond	 Bechler,	 Police	 Commanders	 Kyle	 Oki	 and	 Stephen	 Sealy,	 and	 the	 department’s		
Sergeants	assumed	 full	operations	on	June	29th,	becoming	 the	first	Police	Department	 for	 the	
growing	City	of	Lathrop.	For	three	decades,	law	enforcement	responsibilities	were	provided	through	
contracted	 services	 with	 the	 San	 Joaquin	 County	 Sheriff’s	 Department.	 City	 officials	 worked		
diligently	 for	 over	 two	 years	 toward	 a	 seamless	 transition	 from	 contracted	 law	 enforcement		
services	to	standing	up	their	very	own	department.	The	transition	is	now	complete,	and	the	new	
police	force	is	patrolling	the	streets	of	Lathrop	and	protecting	its	residents.	

“The	 pinning	 ceremony	was	 another	 step	 forward	 towards	 the	 establishment	 of	 our	 very	 own		
Police	 Department	 and	 was	 a	 pivotal	 moment	 in	 our	 growing	 city’s	 history,”	 said	 Stephen	 J.		
Salvatore,	City	Manager	for	the	City	of	Lathrop.	“We	are	grateful	for	the	decades	of	service	provided		
to	our	residents	via	the	San	Joaquin	County	Sheriff’s	Department	and	are	also	looking	forward	to	
completing	this	transition	process,	thus	providing	enhanced	benefits	to	the	residents	of	Lathrop	
while	also	being	fiscally	prudent	with	our	city	finances.”

Chief	Raymond	Bechler	was	chosen	to	be	Lathrop’s	first	Police	Chief	in	September	of	2021.	Since	
assuming	the	leadership	position	within	the	department,	Chief	Bechler	diligently	worked	to	hire	the	
sworn	and	non-sworn	personnel	who	make	up	the	department,	secured	the	necessary	equipment	
to	conduct	operations,	put	finishing	touches	on	the	new	Lathrop	Police	Department	Headquarters,	
and	met	with	the	residents	of	Lathrop	at	community	events	and	town	hall	meetings.	

Now	 fully	operational,	Chief	Bechler	said,	 “It	 is	an	exciting	 time	 to	be	able	 to	showcase	 to	 the	
people	of	Lathrop	what	we’ve	worked	so	hard	to	build	for	them.		It	has	been	no	small	task	to	get	
to	where	we	are	today,	but	thanks	to	our	exceptional	team	and	incredible	amount	of	support	from	
City	staff,	the	Mayor,	and	the	City	Council,	we	have	rolled	out	something	special	for	the	community.		
I	think	the	residents	of	Lathrop	will	be	very	proud	of	what	we’ve	accomplished,	in	no	small	part	
because	of	the	amount	of	engagement	and	feedback	we’ve	received	from	every	corner	of	this	city.”

noW hirinG – part-time recreation LeaDers
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UpcominG eVents

JULy
Concerts	in	the	Park	–	
Lathrop Generations	Center	at	6:30	p.m.	
• July	15th	–	Featuring	“Gotcha	Covered”
• July	22nd	–	Featuring	“Hill	Street Band”
• July	29th	–	Featuring	“Rock	Creek”

aUGUst
• August	12th	–	Family	Fun	Night	–
Mossdale	Landing	Community	Park
from 6:00	p.m.	to	8:30	p.m.

• August	20th-21st	–	Family	Campout	–
Leland	&	Jane	Stanford Park
from 3	p.m.	to	10:00	a.m.

september
Movies	in	the	Park	–	
All	Movies	Start	at	Dusk
• September	2nd	–	Featuring	“Scoob!”
at	Lathrop Generations	Center

• September	9th	–	Featuring	“Rock	Dog”
at	Michael	Vega Park

For a full list of events, times and locations visit the City’s website at 
https://www.ci . lathrop.ca.us/parksrec/page/summer-2022- 
activity-guide

roaD improVement proJects

The	 City	 of	 Lathrop has	 several	 road
improvement projects that	will	be	on-
going	throughout the	Summer.	 Please	
visit	the	https://www.ci.lathrop.ca.us/ 
publicworks/page/road-closures-
and-road-work for	 information	 on	
roadway projects, so	 you	 may	 plan	
your	route of	travel	with	limited	impact.

pG&e biLL DiscoUnt proGrams: 
Does yoUr hoUsehoLD qUaLify?

PG&E	 is	 encouraging	 eligible		
customers	 to	 sign	up	 for	 the	monthly	
energy discount	program. More than	
134,000	PG&E	customers	are eligible	to	
enroll in	Bill	Discount	Program. To learn	
more about	 these	 programs, please	
visit	 https://www.pge.com/en_US/
residential/save-energy-money/
help-paying-your-bill/longer-term- 
assistance/care/care.page?WT. 
mc_id=Vanity_FERA.

“Bridge Reflections” courtesy of Maria 
Lamas, winner of first place at Mayor’s 
Art Show for photography and the  
People’s Choice award. 

ci.lathrop.ca.us390 Towne Centre Drive, Lathrop, CA 95330
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Lathrop: noW serVinG oVer 
31,331 resiDents   
For	the	first	time	since	incorporating	as	a	City	in	1989,	Lathrop’s	
resident	 population	 has	 surpassed	 the	 30,000	mark.	 	Deemed	
as	 one	 of	 the	 fastest	 growing	Cities	 in	California	 by	 the	 State		
Department	of	Finance,	Lathrop’s	population	increased	by	6.6%	
to	31,331		people	from	January	1,	2021	to	January	1,	2022.		
The	 City’s	 growth	 is	 reflective	 in	 the	 number	 of	 new	 homes		
being	built	throughout	River	Islands	and	Stanford	Crossing.		The	
growth	 impact	 has	 also	 been	 instrumental	 in	 the	 formation	 of		
a	 new	 Lathrop	 Police	 Department	 whose	 commission	 was		
effective	 July	 1,	 2022;	 the	 City’s	 ability	 to	 attract	 more	 retail	
development	 like	 Sprouts	 Farmers	Market,	 Dutch	Bros,	 Sonic,	
Maverik,	and	Fairfield	 Inn	by	Marriott;	and	continued	attraction	
of	large	industrial	employers,	such	as	Tesla,	Ryder,	Kraft	Foods,	
Food	4	Less	(PAQ,	Inc.),	and	Medline,	who	have	chosen	to	locate	
and	expand	in	our	community.			

Growth signals opportunity.  
Capitalizing on opportunity is smart.  
We are LathropSMART. 

Harmful	runoff	can	occur	when	water	(either	rain	or	irrigation)		
comes	 into	 contact	 with	 and	 washes	 pesticides,	 soil,	 or		
other	products used	around your	home	into	storm	drains	and		
waterways.	 Help	 reduce harmful	 runoff	 and	 protect local		
waterbodies	 by	 using	 less-toxic	 products and	 slowing	 the	
flow	of	pollutants	from your	yard and	garden.

Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM)
A	 simple	 way	 to	 help	 keep	 pesticides	 out	 of	 the	 local		
waterbodies	 is	 to	 reduce the	 amount	 of	 chemicals	 you		
apply	 to	 your	 yard and	
garden. To do	 this,	 while	
managing	 pest	 problems
effectively, you	 can	
use	 Integrated	 Pest		
Management	 (IPM),	
which	 focuses	 on	 low-	 to		
no-pesticide	 methods	 of	
pestcontrol, such	as:	

• Prevention Prevent pests	from becoming	a	problem in
the	first	place.	For	more information	about	pest	prevention
visit	http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PDF/PUBS/Spring_2022_home- 
garden-pest-newsletter.pdf.

• Alternatives	 Use	 alternatives	 to	 pesticides	 for	 pest
control, such	as	traps,	physical	removal, natural	deterrents,
and/or	natural	predators.

• Pesticides as a Last Resort		Treat	pesticides	as	a	last
resort, and	 use	 the	 least	 toxic	 options	 available.	 Discover
more information	about	less	toxic	pesticide	options	by	visiting
https : / /ourwaterourwor ld .org/pest ic ides-and- 
water-quality/.

LEARN MORE! 
Visit the	 UC	 Integrated		
Pest	Management	Program
website	 at	 http://ipm.
ucanr.edu.	 If	 you	 are
unsure about	 how	 to	
safely	 manage	 your	
pest	 problem, consider		
hiring	 a	 professional to	
take	 care of	 the	 problem.
Visit http://ipm.ucanr.
edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74125.html	 for	 tips	 on	 hiring	 a	
pest	control company.

Don’t rUn off! 
TIPS TO KEEP WATER IN YOUR YARD 

afforDabLe connectiVity proGram  

Your	household	may	be	eligible	to	receive	a	monthly	discount	
on	a	new	or	existing	internet	service	plan	with	the	Affordable		
Connectivity	 Program	 (ACP).	 	 As	 part	 of	 the	 Bipartisan		
Infrastructure	 Law,	 the	 ACP	 provides	 eligible	 households	
$30	 per	 month	 off	 of	 their	 internet	 bills.	 	 Approximately,	
twenty	(20)	leading	internet	providers	will	offer	ACP-eligible		
households	 a	 high-speed	 internet	 plan	 for	 no	 more	 than	
$30	per	month.		Eligible	families	who	pair	their	ACP	benefit	
with	one	of	these	plans	can	receive	high-speed	internet	at		
no	 cost.	 	 To	 learn	 more	 about	 the	 program,	 visit		
https://www.whitehouse.gov/getinternet/. 

Water conserVation & WaterinG Days 
Making	water	conservation	a	way	
of	life	is	important	for	protecting	
the	City’s	precious	water	supplies	
and	to	save	money	by	reducing		
your	water	bill.		Please	visit		
https://saveourwater.com  
for	important	information	on		
water	conservation.			

Watering	 days	 are	 staggered	 based	 on	 your	 home	 or		
business	address,	with	even	numbered	addresses	watering		
on	 Tuesday	 and	Saturday	 and	 odd	 numbered	 addresses	
watering	on	Wednesday	and	Sunday.	

Water-Conscious Landscaping
If	pesticides	must	be	used,	be	sure to	follow	these	landscaping		
tips	to	help	keep	water	and	chemicals	in	your	yard and	out	of	
our	creeks and	rivers.	

• Avoid  Overwatering
Overwatering	 and	 over-
spray	will	lead	to	increased
runoff	which	can	carry	along	
the	 pesticides	 you	 apply.
Find	 more information		
on	 how	 to	 irrigate		
responsibly,	 visit	 https://
water.ca.gov/Water-Ba-
sics/Conservation-Tips/
Plant-and-Landscape-Guide.

• Porous Surfaces
Use	 gravel,	 stones,	 or		
pavers	 to	 allow	 water	 to	
soak	 into	 the	 soil	 in	 areas
where you	 don’t have	
plants.	 Consider	 add-
ing	 mulch	 to	 your	 garden
to	 keep	 your	 soil	 moist,		
reduce evaporation,	 and	
restrict weed	 growth.
Additional	 landscaping	 tips	 may	 be	 found	 at	 https://epa.
gov/watersense/landscaping-tips.		

• Plant Native	 Plant	vegetation	that	is	naturally	found	in
California	ecosystems	and	requires	little	to	no	watering.	This
reduces the	need	 for	 irrigation,	as	well	 as	 the	potential	 for
harmful	runoff.	Find	native	plants	for	your	garden by	visiting
https://gardenplanner.calscape.org.

• Timing	 Wet and	windy	weather	can	spread pesticides	to
unintended	places.	Be	sure not	to	apply	pesticides	(especially
sprays)	 on	 windy	 days	 or	 right	 before a	 rainstorm.	 Learn
more about	safely	applying	pesticides	at	http://ipm.ucanr.
edu/WATER/U/safeuse.html.

For	 more information	 about	 how	 the	 City	 of	 Lathrop is		
working	 toward improving local	water	 quality, visit	https://
www.ci.lathrop.ca.us/publicworks/page/storm-water-
management.

home improVement proJects – 
Who to caLL  
Be	an	informed	homeowner	and	avoid	
unnecessary	surprises	and	frustration		
before	 starting	 any	 construction	 or	
home	 improvements.	 Call	 the	 City’s	
Planning	 and	 Building	 Division	 staff	
to	 verify	 zoning	 and/or	 building		
regulations	 or	 permits	 needed	 for	
your	 project.	 Visit	 City	 Hall	 during	

normal	business	hours	or	call	the	Planning	Division	at	(209)	
941-7260	or	the	Building	Division	at	(209)	941-7270.		
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Pictured Left to right: Commander Kyle Oki, Commander Stephen Sealy, Sergeant Rudy Alaniz, Chief Raymond Bechler, City  
Manager Stephen Salvatore, Sergeant Landon Lawson, Sergeant Greg Mortenson, Sergeant Billy Boyle, and Sergeant Brian Bowen

Lathrop poLice Department – Go LiVe
The	senior	 staff	of	 the	newly	 formed	City	of	Lathrop Police	Department	officially	 received their	
police	 badges	 during	 a	 ceremony at	 Lathrop City	 Hall	 on	 Tuesday,	May	 17th.	 Chief	 of	 Police		
Raymond	 Bechler,	 Police	 Commanders	 Kyle	 Oki	 and	 Stephen	 Sealy, and	 the	 department’s
Sergeants assumed	 full	operations	on	June	29th,	becoming	 the	first	Police	Department	 for	 the	
growing City	of	Lathrop. For	three decades,	law	enforcement responsibilities were provided through
contracted	 services	 with	 the	 San	 Joaquin	 County	 Sheriff’s Department.	 City	 officials	 worked		
diligently	 for	 over	 two	 years	 toward a	 seamless	 transition	 from contracted	 law	 enforcement
services	to	standing	up	their	very	own	department.	The	transition	is	now	complete,	and	the	new	
police	force is	patrolling the	streets of	Lathrop and	protecting its	residents.

“The	 pinning	 ceremony was	 another	 step	 forward towards the	 establishment	 of	 our	 very	 own		
Police	 Department	 and	 was	 a	 pivotal	 moment	 in	 our	 growing city’s history,” said	 Stephen	 J.		
Salvatore, City	Manager	for	the	City	of	Lathrop. “We are grateful	for	the	decades	of	service	provided
to	our	residents via	the	San	Joaquin	County	Sheriff’s Department	and	are also	looking	forward to	
completing	this	transition	process, thus	providing enhanced	benefits	to	the	residents of	Lathrop
while	also	being	fiscally	prudent	with	our	city	finances.”

Chief	Raymond	Bechler	was	chosen	to	be	Lathrop’s	first	Police	Chief	in	September	of	2021.	Since	
assuming	the	leadership	position	within	the	department,	Chief	Bechler	diligently	worked	to	hire the	
sworn	and	non-sworn	personnel	who	make	up	the	department,	secured the	necessary	equipment	
to	conduct	operations,	put	finishing	touches	on	the	new	Lathrop Police	Department	Headquarters,	
and	met	with	the	residents of	Lathrop at	community	events	and	town	hall	meetings.	

Now	 fully	operational,	Chief	Bechler	said,	 “It	 is	an	exciting	 time	 to	be	able	 to	showcase	 to	 the	
people	of	Lathrop what	we’ve	worked	so	hard to	build	for	them.	 It	has	been	no	small	task	to	get	
to	where we	are today, but	thanks	to	our	exceptional	team	and	incredible amount	of	support	from
City	staff,	the	Mayor,	and	the	City	Council,	we	have	rolled out	something	special	for	the	community.
I	think	the	residents of	Lathrop will	be	very	proud of	what	we’ve	accomplished,	in	no	small	part	
because	of	the	amount	of	engagement	and	feedback	we’ve	received from every	corner	of	this	city.”

noW hirinG – part-time recreation LeaDers
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UpcominG eVents 
JULy
Concerts	in	the	Park	–	
Lathrop	Generations	Center	at	6:30	p.m.	
• July	15th	–	Featuring	“Gotcha	Covered”
• July	22nd	–	Featuring	“Hill	Street	Band”
• July	29th	–	Featuring	“Rock	Creek”

aUGUst
• August	12th	–	Family	Fun	Night	–
Mossdale	Landing	Community	Park
from	6:00	p.m.	to	8:30	p.m.

• August	20th-21st	–	Family	Campout	–
Leland	&	Jane	Stanford	Park
from	3	p.m.	to	10:00	a.m.

september 
Movies	in	the	Park	–	
All	Movies	Start	at	Dusk
• September	2nd	–	Featuring	“Scoob!”
at	Lathrop	Generations	Center

• September	9th	–	Featuring	“Rock	Dog”
at	Michael	Vega	Park

For a full list of events, times and locations visit the City’s website at 
https://www.ci . lathrop.ca.us/parksrec/page/summer-2022- 
activity-guide

roaD improVement proJects

The	 City	 of	 Lathrop	 has	 several	 road	
improvement	projects	 that	will	be	on-
going	throughout	the	Summer.		Please	
visit	the	https://www.ci.lathrop.ca.us/ 
publicworks/page/road-closures-
and-road-work	 for	 information	 on	
roadway	 projects,	 so	 you	 may	 plan	
your	route	of	travel	with	limited	impact.

pG&e biLL DiscoUnt proGrams: 
Does yoUr hoUsehoLD qUaLify?

PG&E	 is	 encouraging	 eligible		
customers	 to	 sign	up	 for	 the	monthly	
energy	discount	program.	 	More	 than	
134,000	PG&E	customers	are	eligible	to	
enroll	in	Bill	Discount	Program.		To	learn	
more	 about	 these	 programs,	 please	
visit	 https://www.pge.com/en_US/
residential/save-energy-money/
help-paying-your-bill/longer-term- 
assistance/care/care.page?WT. 
mc_id=Vanity_FERA.

“Bridge Reflections” courtesy of Maria 
Lamas, winner of first place at Mayor’s 
Art Show for photography and the  
People’s Choice award. 
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